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Discussion
Phagocytic cells provide important protection against a wide variety of microbial pathogens (2, 3) . Abnormalities in polymorphonuclear function may be associated with pyogenic infections (4, (12) (13) (14) . Recently, it has been suggested that thyro¬ toxic patients may have defects in PMN function, particularly in chemotaxis, random migration, and adherence (5, 6) .
The leukocyte functions which we examined in our study were normal in the majority of the pa- Leukocyte functions in normal controls and hyperthyroid patients. The numbers 1-3 depict the results of normal con¬ trols (1), hyperthyroid subjects with normal leukocyte functions (2) , and hyperthyroid patients with abnormal leuko¬ cyte functions (3 (17) . Recep¬ tors for porcine TSH have been described on human neutrophils (18 (20, 21) . Antineutrophil autoanti¬ bodies with TS-ab activity, comparable to TSH, would lead to elevation of intraleukocyte cAMP with resultant leukocyte dysfunction (22 
